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Doc 3  UPDATED MAY 5, 2006

PLEASE be sure to GOTO our website at www.kitnzluv.com for pictures of our kittens and cats and to our www.kitnzluv.com/about.html for other information on “the why for’s and why not’s” of neuter/spay, vaccinations, declawing and more.

Diet

Dry kibble: We feed a mixture that we put together of three dry foods to all of our cats 24/7 and we feed a mixture of canned cat food. 

Dry kibble

1. Maxi-Cat Gourmet Classics for kittens. We recommend this kibble, as we believe it is a quality food that you can purchase at PetSmart. I’m sure you can get this at PetCo as well.

2. Flint River Ranch for Kittens and Cats is available online at http://flintriver.net/mall/cat_kitten.php or 866-236-5102. It costs about $18.00 for 6 lbs or $21.40 for 9 lbs including shipping.

3. Flint River Ranch Hairball Management for Cats and Kittens (http://flintriver.net/mall/hairball_formula.php or 866-236-5102) but with only a couple of kittens or cats, you might use any product available in PetSmart or PetCo. Further more, I doubt the kittens need a hairball remedy before they are 6-8 months old.

Canned Cat Food
1.
We feed SophistaCat Brand Cat Food. The cats seem to favor the “fish” flavors over some others. SophistaCat comes in 2 sizes, and is available in PetSmart.

To simply this, either #1 or #2 above will be fine if your cats will eat dry food. I’m sure (if they will eat canned food at all) some SophistaCat will be welcome.

Cats are finicky. Some will eat dry and canned, while others will eat one or the other, and sometimes they will switch on their own. But to force a cat to switch is not something I have the heart for. Believe me, I have tried this.

WE DO NOT RECOMMEND . . . the cheaper Cat (or dog) foods available in grocery stores. I have researched the Internet extensively on the subject of “cat foods” and I find the major meat processors own the cheaper labels. These labels are a way to cash in on a variety of “stuff” that is almost unbelievable. It includes dead and diseased animals, and anything that does not meet the requirements for human consumption, hides, hooves, horns and poultry, feathers and all . . . and other dead animals, picked-up by a middleman from animal shelters and clinics. It is processed with a variety of cereal products (that are not usable for humans or livestock-such as moldy and old grains) that cats don’t need, nor can they assimilate. It is then processed at high temperatures under pressure, a process that destroys the nutrients that the diet may have held. In the extruding stage, salvage, burned out oils from restaurant deep fryers and run-off from grills, and lard and tallow from the meat packers is added as an aroma enhancer.

If you would like to consider feeding a raw diet, feel free to contact me on the matter at easyfrank@hotmail.com 817-236-1269, and while I am NOT an absolute authority on the subject. WE DO FEED RAW MEATS TO ALL OF OUR KITNZ N KATZ. I have researched it online, a bunch. And I will tell you, most Vets do NOT recommend it.

Two things not recommended for cats, are egg yolks and milk.

Water

We give our kittens and cats ONLY filtered water to drink.

Kitty Litter

We use Tidy Cats . . . but if you tend to be an environmentalist, there are products that are biodegradable while clay products such as Tidy Cats, are NOT biodegradable. We do use “The Worlds Best Litter” made from whole kernel corn (of a grade and quality suitable for human consumption) at a time when our kittens are learning to use the litter pan, as we fear they might eat some of the litter. I know a breeder that uses this exclusively, but I find it to be expensive with more than a cat or two, and it “sours” when mixed with the cat urine and smells as bad or worse than cat urine in the clay litters. I have found the “sour” smell is less when I use more litter in the pan.

You might like to know, litters are available made from wheat, pinewood, and even newspaper. These are earth friendly and biodegradable.

Flea and Tick Treatment

We use with great success, and therefore recommend Revolution available from your Vet or online/by telephone from http://www.vetserv-usa.com, 888-836-1269. You should order “pink” for kittens and small dogs at about $8.00 per dose, available in 6-dose quantity ONLY. For older cats and larger dogs you should order “blue.” The good thing about this product, it is a stand-alone medication that treats ALL PARASITES including ear mites and internal worms of ALL kinds including heart worms.

Combing and Bathing the kitten

We recommend a daily comb-out, especially if the kitten or cat tends to mat-up. They love the attention and it helps to create and maintain a strong bond with your pet. This IS A MUST if you desire the “Lap-CAT” pet. DO NOT USE “Slicker (wire) brushes as they break the hair. A small “flea comb” (or perhaps an eye-lash comb from a lady’s make-up bag) is handy for around the face and ears. The kitten will love to lay belly-up in your lap as you comb it. As I lack a lap (it comes with being “rotund”), I use a small oval cat bed to lay them on their back as I comb them.

We have bathed the kitten at least once before we send them to a new home. If you want to wash “poop” from the tail or butt, or clean around the face and eyes, you can use Johnson’s Tearless Baby Shampoo. We recommend that a kitten or cat should be bathed once a month to keep it smelling fresh and clean. It also helps to “fluff” the hair. If done routinely, they will be more accepting of bathing. Some even seem to enjoy it. But if you do not do this somewhat regularly, it will become more challenging, if not impossible, when you want to do it alone.

If the cat is extremely dirty, we start with a product called “Goop,” a hand cleaner, the white kind, available in “Automotive” in Wal-Mart, followed be any flea and tick shampoo, followed by Nizoral shampoo (for humans), available where you buy shampoos (we buy the larger size for economy). We follow this with Herbal Essence (for humans) and finally, we wash about the face and ears with Johnson’s Tearless Baby Shampoo.

The kitten can be bathed in a sink. It is usually better to place the kitten in the sink and slowly fill the sink with water as the shampoo is being lathered on to the kitn or kat, at least in the beginning. Each shampoo should be worked in deep to the skin for 7-8 minutes and then thoroughly rinsed off, and followed with the next shampoo. It is important to keep water from the ears at all times. And it is important that ALL of the shampoo be rinsed out of the cat’s fur . . . or the cat will be miserable with “HOT SPOTS” of irritation after the bath. If HOT SPOTS should happen the cat will scratch and cry, and be really miserable, and should be bathed again . . . with water.

After a bath the kitten or cat should be thoroughly dried. We use a small, hand-held hair dryer on low heat and low volume. Be careful to keep the dryer at a safe distance that the Kitn or Kat will be burned. Working with a comb and a dryer will eliminate matting that surely will result if the kitten is not thoroughly dried.

Hair matts

Oh boy. With some kittens and cats this can be an on-going problem, while with others, it is not. But matts will multiply if let go. We use a matt detangle tool, available in pet supplies along with a comb to get these pesky rascals out of the fur. Sometimes, they are easier to cut away than to detangle, but then your cat will not look as nice. Matts are also a fine place for fleas to hide, and the cats will dig and scratch at them. One solution to this problem is to give the cat a “Summer cut” or a “Lion cut.” If you do this, you will still have your “lap-cat buddy” but he or she will not be the pretty cat you like your friends and family to see.

Eye care

Many Persians and Himalayans tear considerably and may require some periodic clean up of the eyes. Being careful not to scratch the eye while cleaning the teary area around the eye, a cosmetic makeup pad works quite will, with sterile saline eyewash available in any pharmacy. Watch for an unusual amount of tearing from one eye or both, as it might be indicative of an eye injury. Such injury requires the attention of your Vet. Treatment of an eye injury is on going, usually 3 or 4 times a day for a month or more. It is not difficult if your kitten or cats is used to being handled.

Something cat people don’t like to talk about and few will admit their cats have or have had.
Cats are natural carriers of RING WORM. In daily handling, and combing routines, you need to be aware of ANY SMALL SKIN ABNOMALITY, and treat it promptly with a fungal medication. It isn’t important that is or is not Ring Worm, treat it and be safe. Any foot fungal medication will work or you can find a “Fungus” medication in PetSmart or PetCo. These are oily meds and the kitten or cat will soon require a bath, if you have more than a spot or two. NOW WE FEEL THIS IS IMPORTANT. This is one reason, IF NOT THE VERY BEST REASON . . . for bathing on a regular basis AND FOR USING THE NIZORAL SHAMPOO. Nizoral shampoo fights fungal disorders in humans and works well on Katz, also.

For clean up and disinfecting around your home and the animals

Pine Sol and Lestoyl and such products are deadly. We use Virkon, which is completely safe with animals and people, and it is available at http://vetserv-usa.com 888-836-1269. A 1 lb container will last almost for ever, as we use about half of a small scoop (scoop comes in the container). We leave it in the clean-up area for a quick rinse of feed and water dishes, and litter pans. It is good for two or three days, until the color changes from yellow to a pinkish. We use it to wash the floor where kitty may have had an “accident.” We use it on parquet and tile floors and where new born and very young babies lay.

A NOTE ABOUT http://vetserv-usa.com, 888-836-1269

This company sells pet medicines at hard to beat prices, in some cases, for less than half what you will pay your vet for the same medicine. If it is a prescription item, you can order the product and arrange for your Vet to issue a prescription and you will save some money . . . or vetservua has a Vet the will issue the prescription but your savings will be less.

Finally

If you have suggestion or comments about the treatments and processes detailed in this document, please contact me at easyfrank@hotmail.com, 248-561-3004. 

And be sure to GOTO our website at www.kitnzluv.com

