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Doc 1   Litter Pan Training    (PLEASE READ)

KITNZLUV Kitnz learn to use the litter pan as soon as they are able to crawl in and out of the litter pan. The training is quite easy, and the entire litter will start using the litter pan, almost over night. Our Kitnz N Katz run loose and it is rarely that we have a single “accident.” More often, when we see something on the floor that looks like a “mistake,” it is hairball, which at first glance looks the same. Hairballs are “barfed up” and the time and place this occurs is pretty much beyond the Kitnz control, though they do sometimes make it to the litter pan. Hairballs are not so much a problem with Kitnz as they for older Katz.

Now, THIS IS IMPORTANT. When the Kitn arrives at a new home, it needs time to explore the home and to find where the litter pan is. As the new owner, you will want the Kitn to “find” the litter pan(s). Make it easy for the Kitnz. He or she, will without a doubt, find the food and water. Depending on the size of the home, we suggest more than one litter pan be placed around for his or her convenience. We suggest the Kitn be restricted to a single room for the first night or two or three. A Kitn needs the “facility” during the night. It does not have 8 or 9 hours “lasting power.” 

If the new owner plans on the Kitn sleeping on the bed, the kitn has to be allowed to become familiar with the bedroom during the day, and for a while there should be a litter pan in the room for it. Permit the Kitn to scamper about the bedroom as you are making the bed or dressing. Help it up on the bed, and be sure it learns to jump down again. Sometimes a “step down” such as a box or a stool or a low table will make it easier for the Kitn. During the day, place the Kitn on the bed and leave the room . . . wherein, it will discover the way to the floor. A small nightlight may be helpful. In the beginning the Kitn will “climb up the “bedspread” but usually it will eventually learn to jump up on the bed, would be my guess. In our home, the dog sleeps on the bed, any part of the bed she wants . . . and our Kitnz and Katz are not permitted in the bedroom. This works for us, but you do it how you want to.

RETRAINING A KITN OR KAT to break a BAD habit is 100, or 1000 times harder than training the Kitn the first time around.

The litter pans can be reduced in numbers over a week or two and will NOT require daily emptying for this one small Kitn. Odor becomes noticeable when there litter becomes saturated with urine and when the litter pan is not emptied timely is when the Kitn will search for a clean place to relieve itself, i. e., on the kitchen floor or where ever.

The “temporary” litter pans can be shallow boxes with perhaps two inches of litter. Too little litter will allow the urine to pool in the bottom of the pan. With adequate litter, the liquid will “clump” with the litter and absorb the smell. The litter in some of the “temporary litter pans” may not get really contaminated, and the litter can be combined as a litter pan is taken away. In a large house, with upstairs, downstairs and a basement, a litter pan may be needed, wherever the kitn goes.

I realize the deign of some litter pans includes space age technology to eliminate odor. In fact, keeping the litter pan clean, will accomplish the same thing. If a urine odor is detected, as the litter pan is cleaned, it is time for new litter. With multiple Katz in the house, more litter in the pan is better. 

We favor a deeper litter pan without a top “removable rail” over the shallower pans with a “rail” but the deeper pans, that I have seen, do not come with a “shaker sifter” in the bottom. 

Aaaah, and it ain’t no joke, a special “kitty seat” for the toilet.

Choice of litter is vast, and really depends on two considerations . . . cost and the environment. Clay litters are more affordable but are NOT 

Biologically degradable . . . and they contribute to the landfill problems of our country. Degradable litters are made from recycled newspaper, pine trees, corn and wheat, but tend to be more expensive. And, personally . . . I would “flush . . . flushable liter” EVER!

And “flushable” litters can result in unwanted plumbing costs, in spite of all of the hype by the manufacturers.

On-going “training your Kitn” is NOW your task, whether it is litter pan training, grooming, bathing or the close bonding that makes a true loving “lap-Kitn, snuggle kitty.” I have already got the Kitn to where it comes on its own to snuggle with me and play with my beard> I nap with them or watch TV with them, and they all come for “some lovin’”. You should NOT chase the Kitn to pick it up, as that can quickly become a game the kitty likes, and the more massage/back rubs in the first few days, the more 

“Lap-kat-ish” the Kitn will be. My daughter frequently has a Kitn sleeping in her lap while she works on the computer. Our big male sleeps beside the keyboard of my computer, sometimes wanting to use the end of the keyboard for a pillow. Alas, we duel over the “Shift Key/Caps Lock.”

And if you have any questions, contact me by email or telephone. I try to respond to EVERY message, but eMails do get lost, and telephone messages, in a busy household also go astray. So contact me again if we miss the first time around.

Good luck.

Respectfully,

Franklyn Payton, aka “easyfrank”
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